
File No.: J-11015/373/2013-IA.II(M)
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
IA Division

***

Dated 24/11/2025

To,

Sh. Shashi Bhushan Kumar
M/s. Bharat Coking Coal Limited
Koyla Bhawan, Koyla Nagar, Dhanbad, Jharkhand, 826005
E-mail: erbccl2011@gmail.com

Subject: Cluster XVII including Kalyaneshwari Opencast Coal Mining Project (having production 
capacity of 4 MTPA within the ML area of 1397.18 Ha), by M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited, 
located at District: Burdwan; State: West Bengal – Amendment in Environment Clearance – 
regarding.

Sir/Madam,
This is with reference to your online application vide proposal no. IA/JH/CMIN/553455/2025 dated 
29.09.2025 along with written submission dated 10.11.2025 seeking for Amendment in Environmental 
Clearance accorded by the Ministry vide letter dated 01.02.2021 under the provision of EIA notification 
2006 and as amended therein for the project mentioned above.

2. The particulars of the proposal are as below :

(i) EC Identification No. EC25A0101WB5714764A

(ii) File No. J-11015/373/2013-IA.II(M)

(iii) Clearance Type Amendment in EC

(iv) Category A

(v) Schedule No./ Project Activity 1(a) Mining of minerals

(vi) Sector Coal Mining

(vii) Name of Project
Cluster XVII including Kalyaneshwari Opencast 
Coal Mining Project

(viii) Location of Project (District, State) Paschim Burdwan, West Bengal

(ix) Issuing Authority MoEF&CC

(x) EC Date 01/02/2021

(xi) Applicability of General Conditions NO

(xii) Status of implementation of the project

3.	M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited has made an online application vide proposal no. IA/WB/CMIN/553455/2025 dated 
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29.09.2025 for amendment in Environment Clearance granted vide letter no. 11015/373/2013-IA.II(M) dated 01.02.2021 
for Cluster XVII including Kalyaneshwari Opencast Coal Mining Project (having production capacity of 4 MTPA within 
the ML area of 1397.18 Ha), located at District: Burdwan; State: West Bengal.
 
4.	The instant proposal was considered in 34th EAC meeting held during 29-30th October 2025. The MoM for the same 
may be seen using the web link: parivesh.nic.in.
 
5.	Name of EIA consultant: M/s. Central Mine Planning & Design Institute Limited (CMPDIL): NABET/EIA/25-28/RA 
0412 valid till 08/04/2028.
 
Details submitted by the PP
 
6.	Details of all the prior ECs including the EC for which amendment is sought:
 

S. 
No.

Details of Letter No. EC/Expansion EC/Amendment 
in EC/Validity 

extension/Transfer of EC

Date Capacity
(MTPA)

Area

1 J-11015/373/2013-IA.II 
(M)

Original EC 01.02.2021 4 1397.18 ha

W.r.t the previous approvals, project proponent submitted the actual production details of the concerned 
mine and submitted that the mine became operational from 2021 onwards. CTO has been obtained from the 
SPCB and is valid up to 28.02.2026. Details of the same are as follows:

Year
Actual Coal Production in 

MTPA

Planned Coal production 
in MTPA as per 

Environmental Clearance
Excess production

2021-22 0.16 4.00 NIL

2022-23 0 4.00 NIL

2023-24 0 4.00 NIL

2024-25 0.13 4.00 NIL

2025-26 (up to Sep 
25)

0.004
4.00 NIL

 
7.	The details of the condition/ para for which amendment is sought and justification for the same is as follows:

Specific/ 
General 

Condition 
No.

Details of Conditions as per EC Amendment Sought Justification

Specific 
Condition 

no. 3(i)

EAC recommended for an 
amount of Rs 5375.00 lakhs 

towards Remediation plan and 
Natural and Community 

Resource Augmentation plan to 
be spent within aa span of three 

years. The details are given 
below:

The timeline for completion of 
Remediation plan and Bank 

guarantee is to be extended for 
further 5 years from the date of 

grant of amended EC

Remediation plan shall be 
completed in 3 years whereas 
bank guarantee shall be for 5 
years. The bank guarantee will 

be released after successful 
implementation of the 

remediation plan and Natural and 

The timeline for completion of 
Remediation plan and Bank 

guarantee is to be extended for 
further 5 years from the date of 
grant of amended EC. The bank 
guarantee will be released after 

successful implementation of the 

1. The EC was granted in the period 
just before the commencement of 
Second Wave of Corona in March 

2021 that lasted upto October 2021, 
thus delaying the start of activities 
prescribed under the Remediation 

Plan and NCRAP.
2. The coal production from the 
project was suspended until 17th 
November 2024. The operation 

resumed only from 18th November 
2024. As mine operations were 

suspended, the progress of 
implementation of activities were 

also slow.

Specific 
Condition 
no. 3(iii)
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Specific/ 
General 

Condition 
No.

Details of Conditions as per EC Amendment Sought Justification

Community Resource 
Augmentation Plan, and after the 

recommendation by regional 
office of the Ministry, Expert 

Appraisal Committee and 
approval of the Regulatory 

Authority.

remediation plan and Natural and 
Community Resource 

Augmentation Plan, and after the 
recommendation by regional 
office of the Ministry, Expert 

Appraisal Committee and 
approval of the Regulatory 

Authority

Specific 
Condition 
no. 3(iv)

Fund allocation for Corporate 
Environment Responsibility 

(CER) of Rs. 1532 lakhs/- may 
be utilized as per Ministry’s OM 

dated 20th September 2020 i.e 
shall be utilized as part of 

EIA/EMP and compliance of 
issue od public hearing. The 
details of the implementation 

shall be submitted to the 
Ministry’s regional office and to 
be spent in three years from the 

issue of this letter.

Fund allocation for Corporate 
Environment Responsibility 

(CER) of Rs. 1532 lakhs/- may 
be utilized as per Ministry’s OM 

dated 20th September 2020 i.e 
shall be utilized as part of 

EIA/EMP and compliance of 
issue od public hearing. The 
details of the implementation 

shall be submitted to the 
Ministry’s regional office and to 
be spent in further 5 years from 

the date of issue of amended 
EC

3. Construction of Road – one of the 
activity involving major part of 

expenditure was majorly impacted 
due to involvement of other 

stakeholders such West Bengal State 
Government and NHAI and delay in 

issuance of NOC thus impacted 
initiation of proposal for tender. 
District Administration has now 
been contacted for taking up the 

work on depository mode. However, 
the proposal is still under stage of 
estimation and site finalization. 

Thus, the completion of activity will 
require extension in the prescribed 

timeline. In the meantime, sand 
crisis in the state has led to delay in 
construction projects like road and 

bridge etc. awarded to the 
contractor.

8. Current status of implementation of RP&NCRAP Activities:
 
Remediation Plan:
 

S. No. Activity Proposed STATUS Reason for partial compliance

1 Installation of CAAQMS Under Process Retendering done as CAAQMS 
supplied was not as per USEPA 

standards.

Avenue plantation along NH2.
Avenue plantation along NH2.

Completed -2

3

Vertical Greenery System and 
wind barrier at Damagoria Siding 
& NLOCP Siding

Work under progress Ongoing Construction of 
flyover by NHAI

Construction of DB road. A request has been done to 
District Administration as 
well as Director, NHAL to 
sign a MoU for the 
construction of the Road.

NOC taken for alternative road 
from WB Govt. due to 
hindrances in purchasing land 
for road

4

Construction of Pucca road from 
Ramanagar Village to Nakajuria 
Basti.

Completed -

5

6

Air & Noise 
Environment

Construction of transportation 
road from Kalyanchak to 
Rakhapara Basti along with 
bridge construction on Khudia 
River.

Road Part is completed.
However the bridge 
construction is under 
progress

Tendering of 3rd party Quality 
checking of the Bridge
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S. No. Head Activity Proposed STATUS
Reason for partial 
compliance

1 Water Environment Cleaning of Nearby Pond/ Jor/ Nalah.
Completed in 5 
ponds.

For remaining 2 ponds, 
NoC from WB Govt 
awaited

1
Distribution of solar powered 
submersible Pump to nearby Villages 
(05 Nos.)

Proposal to be 
initiated after nod 
from District 
Administration

A request has been done to 
District Administration to 
sign a MoU for installation 
of the Solar street lights.

2

Energy 
Conservation

Solar power generation Completed -

Natural Resource Augmentation Plan:

S. No. Activity Proposed Status
Reason for partial 

compliance

1.
Rain water Harvesting in BCCL Colonies & 
Nearby Villages

Completed at Dahibari 
Colony.

For Lal bazaar and Sabanpur 
village, NoC yet to be given 
by WB Govt

Community Resource Augmentation Plan:

S. No. Activity Proposed Status
Reason for partial 

compliance

1
Stone Pitching on banks of Khudia River along 

with construction of Ghat.
Under Construction -

2 Construction of School in nearby village. Completed -

3.
Construction of stadium and temple for nearby 

village people
Completed -

9. Details of Court Cases: The EC has been granted under violation category. However, at present there is no legal issue/ 
violation w.r.t i) Environment (Protection) Act, ii) Air (P&CP) Act, Water (P&CP), Act, Forest Conservation Act, 
Wildlife Protection Act, CRZ Notification, MMDR Act, Factories Act. Further, there is no court case on the project.
 
10. Written Submissions: PP submitted the following details during the meeting:
(i) Program for plantation in next three years and augment the plantation activity along with reasons for delay in 
plantation. It is hereby submitted that in mining lease area of 1397.18 ha and the status of land is mentioned below:
 

S. no. Name of Mine (in Cluster 
XVII)

Lease Area (in 
ha)

Operational status Currently land area under 
BCCL (in ha)

1 Kalyaneshwari OC 781.18 Operational 423.53
2 Begunia Colliery 306.00 Closed 18.34
3 Victoria West Colliery 310.00 Closed 17.47

Underground Mining were done in Victoria West Mine and Begunia Mine which is currently closed. As 
indicated above, surface area of these UG mines are also densely populated, encroached and BCCL has no 
surface rights. Due to Private land/Encroachment and land issues, the Mining activity and associated 
plantation activity were impacted.
 
Regarding history of Coal Block, it is mentioned that (mentioned in EIA-EMP):
 
• Allocated to West Bengal Power Development Corporation on 27.02.2009
• Deallocated from West Bengal Power Development Corporation on 21.10.2011
• Allocated to CIL on 06.05.2013
• Coal block de-allocated on 25.08.2014 and then re-allocated under The Coal Mines (Special Provisions Ordinance 2014) 
in year 2014.
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Finally, the OM of allotment was issued on 3rd October 2018. Thus, the plantation and related activities 
during earlier years i.e. before grant of EC was not implemented.
 
Three-Year Action Plan for Plantation
Now the proposed plantation to be done in next three years is mentioned below:

S. No. Year Location for plantation/Grassing Area for plantation/ 
Grassing (in ha)

1 Year 0 Existing Plantation 17

D1 OB Dump 20

In Begunia Colliery 42

Year 1

River Side/Road Side 3

Sub-Total 27
D1 OB Dump 10

River Side Plantation/Barren Area 43

Year 2

Grassing 10

Sub-Total 24
D1 OB Dump 10

Grassing 154

Year 3

Near Railway Siding 2

Sub-Total 27
Total (Proposed) 78
G. Total 95

Observation and deliberation of the EAC:
 
11.	Committee after deliberations noted the following:
 
i.	MoEF&CC granted EC under violation category to M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited, for Cluster XVII including 
Kalyaneshwari Opencast Coal Mining Project (having production capacity of 4 MTPA within the ML area of 1397.18 
Ha), located at District: Burdwan; State: West Bengal, vide letter no. 11015/373/2013-IA.II(M) dated 01.02.2021.
 
ii.	While the EC was granted, Ministry stipulated certain environmental conditions. It also included conditions pertaining 
to implementation of remediation plan and natural and community resource augmentation plan and depositing of bank 
guarantee in this regard.
 
iii.	The remediation plan and the natural and community resource augmentation plan were supposed to be implemented 
within 3 years from the date of grant of EC and the bank guarantee was supposed to be deposited for a period of 5 years 
from the date of grant of EC.
 
iv.	PP submitted that, the EC was granted in the period just before the commencement of Second Wave of Corona in 
March 2021 that lasted upto October 2021, thus delaying the start of activities prescribed under the Remediation Plan and 
NCRAP. Also, the production from the said mines was suspended and could only resume in November 2024. PP also 
submitted that construction of road had a major share in the NCRAP and the same was delayed, as multiple stakeholders 
were involved in the same and unavailability of NOC from State Govt.
 
v.	PP sought extension for 5 years from the date of grant of EC amendment for both, bank guarantee and implementation 
of remediation plan and the natural and community resource augmentation plan. Committee deliberated on the current 
implementation status of the RP&NCRAP. Details of the same are mentioned in para no. 34.4.4.
 
vi.	Committee sought justification for delay in submission of instant proposal for EC amendment, as the RP&NCRAP was 
supposed to be implemented by 31.01.2024. PP submitted that, although Environmental Clearance (EC) was granted on 01 
February 2021, an Office Memorandum SO 221(E) dated 18 January 2021 stipulated that the period from 01 April 2020 to 
31 March 2021 should not be counted for the purpose of calculating validity. Accordingly, the effective implementation 

Address: IA Division, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh New Delhi - 110003

Page 5 of 8IA/WB/CMIN/553455/2025



window is from 01 April 2021 to 31 March 2024. On 03 April 2024, PP formally informed the MoEF&CC of the delay in 
implementation and proposed a revised timeline.
 
vii.	Committee observed that the PP has sought extension for 5 years for implementation of the RP&NCRAP and the bank 
guarantee as well. Committee opined that PP has already exceeded 3 years time for the implementation of RP&NCRAP 
and further PP shall complete all the activities within 2 years from the date of grant of EC amendment. Simultaneously, 
time extension for bank guarantee shall be given for 3 more years from the date of grant of EC amendment.
 
viii.	Committee also deliberated on the plantation activities carried out by the PP during all these years and observed that, 
existing plantation has only been done in 17 Ha of the ML area. PP submitted that, underground mining was being done in 
Victoria West Mine and Begunia Mine which is currently closed. As indicated above, surface area of these UG mines are 
also densely populated, encroached and BCCL has no surface rights. Due to Private land/Encroachment and land issues, 
the Mining activity and associated plantation activity were impacted. PP had further submitted the plan for plantation for 
the next 3 years. Committee opined that the same shall be carried out in a time bound manner.
 

Recommendations of the Committee:
 
12.	In view of the foregoing and after the detailed deliberations, the Committee recommended the instant proposal for 
grant of amendment in the EC granted vide letter no. 11015/373/2013-IA.II(M) dated 01.02.2021, as detailed below, 
subject to stipulation of the additional specific conditions (Annexure-1):
 

Para/ 
Conditions as 

per EC

Description as per approved EC dated Recommendation of EAC

Specific 
Condition no. 

3(i)

EAC recommended for an amount of Rs 5375.00 
lakhs towards Remediation plan and Natural and 
Community Resource Augmentation plan to be 
spent within aa span of three years. The details are 
given below:

Partially Agreed.
With regard to the changes in the said condition, 
Committee agreed to amend the same as follows:
“EAC recommended for an amount of Rs 5375.00 
lakhs towards Remediation plan and Natural and 
Community Resource Augmentation plan to be 
spent within aa span of two years from the date of 
grant of EC amendment. The details are given 
below:”

Specific 
Condition no. 

3(iii)

Remediation plan shall be completed in 3 years 
whereas bank guarantee shall be for 5 years. 
The bank guarantee will be released after 
successful implementation of the remediation plan 
and Natural and Community Resource 
Augmentation Plan, and after the recommendation 
by regional office of the Ministry, Expert 
Appraisal Committee and approval of the 
Regulatory Authority.

Partially Agreed.
With regard to the changes in the said condition, 
Committee agreed to amend the same as follows:
“Remediation plan shall be completed in 2 years 
whereas bank guarantee shall be for 3 years from 
the date of grant of EC amendment. The bank 
guarantee will be released after successful 
implementation of the remediation plan and 
Natural and Community Resource Augmentation 
Plan, and after the recommendation by regional 
office of the Ministry, Expert Appraisal Committee 
and approval of the Regulatory Authority.”

Partially Agreed.
With regard to the changes in the said condition, 
Committee agreed to amend the same as follows:
“Fund allocation for Corporate Environment 
Responsibility (CER) of Rs. 1532 lakhs/- may be 
utilized as per Ministry’s OM dated 30th 
September 2020 i.e shall be utilized as part of 
EIA/EMP and compliance of issue on public 
hearing. The details of the implementation shall be 
submitted to the Ministry’s regional office and to 

Specific 
Condition no. 

3(iv)

Fund allocation for Corporate Environment 
Responsibility (CER) of Rs. 1532 lakhs/- may be 
utilized as per Ministry’s OM dated 20th 
September 2020 i.e shall be utilized as part of 
EIA/EMP and compliance of issue od public 
hearing. The details of the implementation shall be 
submitted to the Ministry’s regional office and to 
be spent in three years from the issue of this 
letter.
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Para/ 
Conditions as 

per EC

Description as per approved EC dated Recommendation of EAC

be spent in two years from the issue of this letter.
”

 

Decision of MoEF&CC
 
13.	The undersigned is directed to inform that Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has examined the 
proposal in accordance with the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 & further amendments thereto 
and after accepting the recommendations of the Expert Appraisal Committee hereby decided for grant of amendment in 
the EC dated 01.02.2021 as mentioned in table of above Para 12, under the provisions of Environmental Impact 
Assessment Notification, 2006 and its amendments subject to stipulation of some additional specific conditions (
Annexure-I).
 
14.	All other terms and conditions prescribed in EC letter dated 01.02.2021 shall remain unchanged.
 
15.	The project proponent shall obtain fresh Environment Clearance in case of change in scope of the project, if any.
 
16.	This issues with the approval of the Competent Authority.
 

 
 

Yours faithfully,
(Sundar Ramanathan)

Scientist ‘F’
Tel: 011- 20819378

Email- r.sundar@nic.in

Copy To
1. The Secretary, Ministry of Coal, Shashtri Bhawan, New Delhi.
2. The Director General of Forest, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, New Delhi.
3. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Government of West Bengal, Block LA, 10A Sector-III, Salt Lake City, 
Kolkata-700098.
4. The Deputy Director General of Forests (C), Integrated Regional Office, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, IB-198, Sector-II, Salt Lake City, Kolkata – 700106
5. The Chairman, Central Ground Water Authority, Ministry of Water Resources, Curzon Road Barracks, A-2, W-3 
Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi.
6. The Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board, CBD-Cum-Office Complex, East Arjun Nagar, New Delhi110 
032.
7. The Member Secretary, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Paribesh Bhawan, 10A, Block-LA, Sector-III, 
Bidhannagar, Kolkata-700 106.
8. Monitoring Cell, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh Road, 
New Delhi.
9. District Collector, Bardhaman, West Bengal.
10. Parivesh Portal

Annexure 1

Specific EC Conditions for (Mining Of Minerals)
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1. Additional Specific Conditions:

S. No EC Conditions

1.1

Project proponent shall carryout plantation in the next three years as per the following plan, as 
committed:

S. No. Year Location for plantation/ 
Grassing

Area for plantation/ Grassing (in 
ha)

D1 OB Dump 20
In Begunia Colliery 41

Year 1

River Side/ Road Side 3
Sub-Total 27

D1 OB Dump 10
River Side Plantation/ Barren Area 42

Year 2

Grassing 10
Sub-Total 24

D1 OB Dump 10
Grassing 153

Year 3

Near Railway Siding 2
Sub-Total 27

Total (Proposed) 78
G. Total 78
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